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Introduction

The lighting industry, represented by such industry associations as EucoLight
(representing European lighting WEEE compliance schemes) and LightingEurope
(representing manufacturers of lighting products, equipment and luminaires) has
long been involved with the recycling of lighting products and equipment. For
example, it played an influential role in the development of the Waste Electrical
and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive.

The WEEE Directive sets collection, recycling and recovery targets for several
categories, including large household appliances, small household appliances and
lighting equipment (lamps/LEDs).

In addition to the legal obligations established by the WEEE Directive, EucoLight
and LightingEurope have collaborated to facilitate an exchange of information
relevant to the recycling of lighting products. The present document aims to
illustrate the information producers already provide for various lamp types and
lighting products, based on the Art. 15 WEEE Directive requirements regarding the
presence of substances, mixtures, components and other information needed to
prepare a product for environmentally-sound recycling.

Disclaimer: The information contained within this document is meant to be used as
an indication of what information recyclers need to have to ensure the correct
treatment of lighting products. For more detailed information, please contact the
manufacturers directly.



LIGHTINGEUROPE PAGE 2 OF 2

Category: Fluorescent lamps with ballast

Items to be removed from any separately collected WEEE:

 Substances: fluorescent powder, mercury
 Materials: glass > 90%, metal

Additional information needed to prepare components or whole
appliances for environmentally-sound recycling:

 Various recycling procedures have been established for the reuse of LED
and for fluorescent lamps with ballast. These procedures aim to neatly
separate the lamp’s components and, whenever possible, reuse the
remaining material.

 Clean glass is used in the production of new lamps, whereas mixed glass
is recycled with other glass.

 Metal parts go into metal recycling, while plastics are typically recycled
thermally.

 Phosphors are blown out or rinsed and can be used for industrial
processes. The remaining mercury is to be disposed of appropriately. This
results in the reuse of more than 90% of a lamp’s raw materials.


